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The Recent Sortie Satisfactory.Weakness of
the German Une.Another Sortie Prepar¬
ing'.Pushing Field Works.Depleting the
Gennan Ranks.Surrender Unthouaht Of.

Four Months' Supply of Food Remaining.
General Matters.

London, Dec. 18, 1870.
I have received lotters from the New York

Herald correspondent In Paris, bearing dates of
the nth and 13th Inst. From them I extract the
following intelligence:.

Tns KECENT SORTIE SATISFACTORY.

The letter of ttio 11th states that the recent
sortie of the French army under General Ducrot
was In every respect satisfactory to the besieged.
It proved conclusively that the German lines are

weak. The French are confident of their ability
to break through the investing army at the proper
moment. The active field army, commanded by
General Ducrot, is in good health and spirits, and is
well fed. It numbers lully two hundred thousand
men, and Is well disciplined, armed and equipped.

ANOTHER SORTIE PREPARING.

Great preparations are making for another sortie
from the city. It will be on a much larger scale
than the first one- Nothing can be learned as to the
date on which it will be made, but it is likely to take
place before long.

PrSHINO THE FIELD WORKS.

Outside the forts the Frcnch works have been

pushed forward with such energy and success that

they have compelled the Germans to enlarge their

line of investment, which has, consequently, grown
weaker. These field works enable the artillery and
sharpshooters to command roadB which were

entirely out of range of their guns a few weeks ago.
At the same time it must bo said that the German

positions have been enormously strengthened, but
there is a scarcity of men to defend them.

. DEPLETING TIIE OEK1IAN BANKS.

The reverses of the Frcnch at Orleans have been
made known to the army ana people, who have re¬

ceived ihe news with marked equanimity. It is*

generally believed that General De Pailadine's army,
though defeated, has done good service in depleting
the German ranks, and consequently breaking the

besieging force.
BUIIRENDER ONTHOUGHT OF.

Such a thing as capitulating la unthonght of.

Every Parisian 19 armed, and the people, aa well as

tfee army, are in good spirits and confident. The
letter, dated the 13th, from which a great part or
the foregoing Is taken, states that Farls can

bold out for at least three months longer without
experiencing any great suffering. It la true that the

mortality of the city Is large, but it is not enough so

to create alarm. No epidemics are prevalent,
there havo been no deaths from starvation and but
little actual want.

THE FOOD SUPPLY.

In the matter of food the situation may be pro¬
nounced favorable. It Is true that such articles as

fresh meats, eggs, fish and poultry are gone,
but there is a supply or horseflesh for two months;
of bread, wino and cheese for four months,
and of salted meats and salted fish for
two months. These provisions, it will be
Been, will enable the city to hold oui four months.
By order of General Trochu the government has
taken possession of all articles oi food and wine.
At the present time the entire population is supplied
with f^od by the military commissariats in the same
manner as the soldiers, and are allowed the same
rations.

fiENEKAL MATTKU3.

Some or the theatres have reopened. It is be¬
lieved that the amusement which the people will
derive from the drama will bo beneficial, a3 It
Will relieve the monotony of life In a besieged city.
Ordinary goods are still plentiful.
Numerous cabs are still to be seen on the streets,

their horses not having been eaten.

THE BESIEGING ARMY.

TELEGRAM T3 THE NEW YOF.K HERALD.
The Truth of the Kt'ccut Sortie.Ducrot Siiie-
ccmu ul.Tlie German* I'enr Another At¬
tack.Demand for tlin liouibnrdiui'nt of

Paris.Von iMoltlci- Apprehensive.BUiuarcU
I'rcMMing tbo Political Movement. *

London, Dec, IS, 1S"0.
I have reccivixl despatches from tiie New Youk

IIerai.d correspondent at Versailles, dated oil the
23th Inst., containing tne following intelligence:.

THE TRUTH OF THE RECENT SORTIE.
Your correspondent writes that the German ac¬

counts of the recent sorties from i'aris evade tho
truth in important particulars. 'lite Frcueh
army, commanded by Geueral JDucrot, was

entirely successful as far as it went. It
captured and held the peninsula of bt. Manr

against all (be German attempts to reoovcr It* posi¬
tion. The French retired voluntarily only after In¬
formation bad been received of the failure of
General De Pal ail In en to force back the German

army near Orleans.
TUB UKKMAN8 KHAR ANOTHER HORTIE.

Mflltary mon W9 Mnflfl^nt that the French could

have gone entirely througn tne iiiio of investment
had I)o Paladlnes' operations been attended with

any degree of success. The German leaders here
are beginning to display uneasiness. Their line of
Investment has been weakened by reason of Its en¬

largement, and they express lears of the success of
another sortie if the French mass their forces upon
any single part of tho line.

TUE BOMBARDMENT OK I'AR'B DEMANDED.
Among tho Herman ofllcera and soldiers at Ver¬

sailles and around i'aris there Is a great demand for
tno bombardment of the city. Three councils of war
have been held upon the question, but no bombard¬
ment has taken place yet.

VON MOLTKE'S FEARS.
It Is stated that General Vou Moltke fears the

organization of largo armies In the South of France,
which being further away from Versailles than Or¬
leans tho Germans will experience more dlfllculty
to reach them than they have to reaeu the Army of
tho Loire. General Von Moltko is unwilling to
allow the forces under Prince Frederick Charles
to advanco too far from Paris.
BISMARCK ANXIOUS TO DESTROY TUE REPUBLIC.
Count Bismarck Is pressing energetically forward

tho political movement to destroy the republican
government. lie is also said to regard the conclu¬
sion of a treaty of peaco before long as absolutely
necessary, and to eltect both objects is, ready to
enter Into a coalition with the Emperor Napoleon
or with any other Power willing and able to make
terms.

OPERATIONS ON THE LOIRE.

TELEGRAMS TO THE NEW YORK HERALD.
Chauzy Receiving Reinforcement*.A General
Advance of the French to be Made.A Gen¬
eral Diitmbwed.

Bordeaux, Dec. 17, 1870.
The Germans are retreating all alone the valley of

the Loire.
CHAUZY REINFORCED.

The Prussians did not attack General Chauzy yes¬
terday, as was expected. The forces under Chanzy
have received heavy reinforcements.

A SIMULTANEOUS ADVANCE PLANNED.
It Is understood now that the lour generals com¬

manding tho main divisions of the Army of the
Loire, viz.:.Chauzy, Bourbakl, Jaures and Jaw-
reziberry have concerted plans for a simultaneous
advance, all having been largely reinforced.

A FRENCH GENERAL DISMISSED.
The French government has dismissed General

Sol from the service. The charge against hlin was
that he hastily abandoned Tours, leaving behind
guns and other material of war, though no enemy
had appeared near the city.

MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS.

TELEGRAM TO THE NEW YORK HERALD.
tiambrtta Willi the Army.(Hermann Concen¬
trating Near Yvetot.Uhrtcli'n and BaxuinnJa
Hut-render* to be tnventlaated.itrand Re¬
view of Troop*.

Bordeaux. Dec. 17, 1870.
M. Gamt>etta is still with toe Army of the Loire.
GERMANS CONCENTRATING TO ATTACK HAVRE.
The national rorces in the North have gained fresh

advantages. The Prussians now appear to be con¬

centrating near Yvetot to attack Havre. The latter
place has 350 cannon and a strong garrison, and will
be defended to the last.
UHRICH'S AND IIAZA INK'S SURRENDERS TO BE IN¬

VESTIGATED.

The government, in accordance with the law
which condemns to death generals who too hastily
surrender their posts, has ordered oy decree an in¬
quiry into the capitulation of Strasbourg and Metz.
As regards General Chrlch this proceeding Is a mere

matter of form; but In Bazaine's case the investiga¬
tion will be a serious affair.

GRAND REVIEW OF TROOPS.

Another grand review was held here to-day of the
new troops goina: to tho front. Tho men gave en¬

thusiastic shouts of "Vivo la Rcpuolique" as they
marched past the hotel of the Ministry.

The French Driven From Vendoine.Prussian
Succemi Near L«ongcau.GanbnaU CruisiiiK
Between Havre and Cherbourg.

London, Dec. 18, 1870.
A telegram from Berlin dated yesterday (Dec. 17)

reports that the French were driven from Vendome
on Friday last.

PRUSSIAN SUCCESS NEAR LONUEAU.

A telegram from Dijon dated on the 17th inst.,
via Berlin, reports that the Prussians attacked the
French near Longeau and drove them Into the
fortress. The French lost two hundred men.

CRUISING BETWEEN CHERBOURG AND 1IAVRE.

Frcnch gunboats are cruising between Cherbourg
and Havre. No Prussians have appeared near

either port,

WAR FACTS AND INCIDENTS.

In the Cimpi the Cabinet and the Pre**.
Bis MAUI'S ANI) THE TELEGRAPH SYSTEM.

The Versailles correspondent of the London Nines
says that the quarters or the North German Chan¬
cellor In Versailles may be viewed as the foremost
telegraph offlce In tue world. Thence run the wires
by which' all Germany, and through Germany all
Europe and America may bo moved. "An
unpretending house In iho Hue de Provence
has a sentry at the gate, and a North Ger¬
man tricolor displayed above tho garden
wall. Tins house is tuo telegraph oitice. litre
is Bismarck quartered, ami uere are the wires,
late for so many millions of people, attached i» the
Instruments that will Hash Bismarck's decree to Ber¬
lin or Hamburg, to London or Constantinople. Tho
telegraph oiliee in tie Hue de Provence is truly the
foremost oi its kind. You may watch very late be-
fore you see the lights extinguished in Bismarck's
quarters. He is not one of those model "early-to-
bed" people who are the deligiu of teachers and
guardians. The Chancellor's liabits are rather a
turniug of nl£ht Into day. He is .-aid to <lo the most
oi ins work when the bulk of the German armies is
buried in slumber, Keturning home in the evening,
he does more by lamplight than uiovt mc/i arc anle
to achieve by daylight and lamplight together."

GENERAL WIMPIFBN AT SEDAN.
A correspondent writing to the Loudon Times

states that when In Sedan, on tho 28tu tilt., he saw
the original leiter ad Iressed to the Emperor bv
General Wlmpffeu. Commander-in-Chief ot the
French ariny, proponing to force a passage through
the Prussian lines. The document was accidentallylound alter his Majesty's snriender. As it may, per¬
haps, interest many to rend the exact words used in
making so desperate a proposition, and as they have
not hitherto been published hi Knglaud, he sends
the loilowiug copy:.
Sirf Je mo decide a foronr la ll;n« qnt *e trorcve dev.inlIn ui. Lebrun et In til. Llucrot pluui quu dVlrc priaonnierdiuiH la place de Sedan.
Qiitt votr« Majcutn vinnne no m< Urn au milieu de Be*

troupta, qui ticuUr>nl a lioiiueiir dtt lul otivrlr un paHsngr.I»K YV IMI KKj.N.
4 hr., 1 er. Pept.

A FRENCH OPINION OF PAI11S.
The France contains an article entitled,

"Sommet-nous perdu* ?" which forcibly de¬
scribe# Hie uuc bUUc vl Pans. The writer

says that the condition of the city has not im¬
proved In un.v respect. ttoinelhing has been done
to complete ami improve the formications, but the
Prussians have pushed on their works still more
rapidly. Tne provisions too. especially the fresh
meat, are being exhausted. Nor Is the spirit of the
inhabitant* changed lor the better; soine ur« a prey
to the nrjsi proiound discouragement, while others
are Inrutuated enough 10 imagine thai all Europe is
uazliitf at them with admiration. Tne writer limitsit is high time to put a stop to the pro¬ceedings of tne loarers on the Boulevards,Yfho Think they can cam the character of
patriots by standing about In the streets
preaching ftslst&nffc 10 Uie UWOTPS'i tW(1 ^UiirHiiiu.vcrjf one who speaks of peace or an WnU»l!ctJ wlln
treason. Hu advice is that all who act, thus should
De drafted at once luto tho regular ariuy. Paris
alone cannot save ncrsell. The garruou may bo
equal lo the iuvestiug army in numbers, but it is far
Inferior m discipline, and even li the Herman Hues
were br l^en uplhlu^ would bo gained. lor the coun¬
try is wastedlor fifteen miles round and can fne?S-
lore afford uo supplies to thy VP£)U1* The two ques¬tions of real Importance ire:- -Is there an army in
the provinces capable or raising the Siege of Parilf
and, il so, are there provisions enough in thu city to
euabi it to hold out till it is relieved* If either
or these questions must be answered in
the negative, the writer earnestly lutreats the
authorities not to continue the roslstauce until
Count Bismarck's proidi-cy Is fulfilled. it the
provinoss leave Pans to ner fate there is no reason
why she bhould sacrifice horsed fur them. Thoughshe cuuuoi uloae change the course of the war, or
oven continue her resistance with any hope of suc¬
cess, she can siill inflict severe losses oil the Uer
mans, who would therefore a> present grant her
fuvorablo terms. If a hopeless defence be continued
until ail her resources am exhausted she Will be
entirely at their mercy.

TUK PRESBNT KKBNCH RKIl'HI.IC.
Tho Pexicr Lloyd says:."We do not believe

those are right who consider the eveuts of the last
few mouths a sufficient oau-e lor declaiming about
the moral decline of the French nation and the de¬
generacy ol th«! Latin race. The people are, we be¬
lieve, pretty nearly what they wero eighty years
ago, but It seems as if the Ideas which have tho
power ol influencing them had suffered a change.
The idea ol the republic of to-day and the Idea of tho
republic of three geueratlous ago ure two very dif¬
ferent things. The republic now in practice is only
negative; it signifies merely the absence of a sove¬

reign, while eighty years ago it was rich In positive
signiilcancc, and Included everything great and uni¬
versal which the age produced. The republican formof (tovernmeui, In its naked simplicity, however de¬
sirable It may appear to some, could never producesuch marvellous effects *u the minds of men as wero
Called fortn ny tlM great French revolution. Tk(H
effects are to be attributed less to the political as¬
pects ot the Drst republic than to the material and
social Ideas which It embodied. If ilie ilr.-t revolu¬
tion had done no moie than de krone Hie dynasty,li it had not Inscribe I on Us banners th names 01
liberty and equality, which were then new Ideas and
theietore possessed of a tenfold power, it wouid not
have formed a new era in tho history of the world,
it would not have leit a iy greater traces than a
forcible change of dynasty usually makes on the
history of a country, its greatness consists In Hie
luct that It overthrew, not ouly a throne, but a social
system which h«d existed lor a thousand years, and
subsettoted lor au unjust a just lonn ol society. Its
UUMpM influence over th* whole ol Europe
arose iroin the fact that the best and most important
ideas which it embodied were not inseparably con¬
nected wnh uuy singit! form of government, but
might be realized 111 a monarchy as well as a repub¬
lic. And these Ideas, m spue ol their uuiuenie sig¬nificance, were expressed in short and simple feeu-
tences whicn every citizen could unilerstauO and
remember. Tlie.v were grand and simple, like tne
Copernicau system, let us say; and as the .alter com¬
pletely Cu inged the views oi mankind as to tne con-
stracuoaof IM universe, um French revolution in¬
troduced a new, popular and easily comprehensible
theory of uolltical and social life.

in tuts iaci lay tne secret or ltd unconquerable
power. It would be us great a mistake to expect the
name eiteeta Irom tlie proclamation 01 a republic
now as to suppose tliat an exposition ol the inove-
meiits of the heavenly bodies in our days could pro¬
duce the same excitement whlcn the ilrst discovery
or tne laws that regulate them once did. Ihe
ideas proclaimed ny the first revolution have become
the common property of mankind, Just as much as
the discoveries or Copernicus and Newton, 'llieir
first proclamation rendered a second unnecessary.The political and social improvements whicli wi
now ulm at dlifer from those of an earlier period ra
two respects. Firstly, tuey are reform* in detail,
and arc not intended to de-iroy the existing social
system, but to develop it; and, secondly, they cannot
be advocated by means of short and simple dogmas,
wnlcu appeal to the imagination of the people. The
revolution, which scattered Mier rich heard or Ideas
freely among the people, has exhausted tier store
and can oner little tnat is new. It is our task to
care lor the plants which arc springing from the seed
she has sown. 'l'he Ideas of our own age appeal
rather to tne intelligence than the Imagination of
the people. Their influence Is not, on that account,less wholesome and lasting, but it is slower ana
therefore less likely to produce great and sudden
displays ol enthusiasm among the masses.

In order to produce outbursts or popular passion,
we will not say equal, bui in any respect similar to
those or the first French republic, the present leaders
would have to enter the Hold or socialism. Th re
alone can grand new systems be found; there alone
Is it possible to proclaim dogmas to the people with
the air of a prophet. The doct rines or the revolution
were eternal truths. * * * It would be unjust to as
sen that the French nation had not given a dim ra hie
proers of heroism in this desperate war, but these
lia.e been prompted by patriotism rather than their
republicanism. They have shown the world that pa¬triotism can do much, but not everything."

A FRENCH SPECULATOR IN THE CAMP.
As a parallel to the contractor for 200,000 uniforms,

we met at Lille, says an English writer, a youngster
of only eighteen years, a Londontzcd Frenchman,who ha<l disposed, for Ills principal, of nearly u
hundred thousand army shirts to the French govern¬
ment. at :if. (i&c. each, and had made on a partthercol a bonus of 4,000i,

WAK BOOKS AND BOOKMAKERS.
A very flood of political pamphlets relating to this

war, says a correspondent in Llile, inundates the
bookstalls of Brussels and .Lille, thoy being pub¬
lished in these two cities chiefly. Two or three are
worth review. The well Known "L'llotnmo de Se¬
dan," by Count do la Gnerronulfere, already in Its
sixth edition, is now followed by .¦L'Hemme do
Metz," from the sanio pen, and by another
"L'Homme de Metz," by Albert Alexandre, "Dlrec-
teur du Journal la Wsrlte." Then there is "L'Acte
d'Accusation de Bazainc," by H. Nazet and
E. A. Spoil (the same writers who, in the
feuUleton of the M01I6 Beige, describe the
"Mosello Campaign"). Another is entitled "Na¬
poleon III.; qu'avez-vous fait de la France?"
"Republique ou Monarchie," by AmedCe Deroide, la

a deduction iu favor or the former, from the facts
of the piesont war. The "Rcponse d'un Allemaud

u M. Victor Hugo" (anonymous) seems hardly worth
while as far as the question turns 011 Paris chully,
and lor the rest the author appears quite as passion¬
ate an extremist as Hugo himself. "La Chouanne*
rie en 1870" and "Etudes Mllltalre*,' ' by Jules Labbg,
are hints and argmneais on the organization for the
guerilla war. "Descriptions des Fortifications de
l'arls,"' by L. Vaudeveide, leaves one in doubt
whether 'tis simply a good-natured attempt to satisfy

a legitimate curiosity or an attempt at warning
against the probable German plan of attack. There
are yet others; but I have, I suppose, strained your
readers' puiience enough for a day.
THE GERMAN HOSPITAL IN TUB PALACE OP VER¬

SAILLES.
The A'orth German Gazette gives an account of

the military hospital at Versailles. The wounded
are placed In the picture galleries, the large win¬
dows of which are opened so that the air is kept
pure. Every patient has a bed, with one or two
mattresses, two blankets and clean sheets. The
body linen and sheets have often, from the nature
of the wounds, to be changed dally, and In five
weeks 7,94»i articles liave had to be washed,
without reckoaiBg a l uge number of bandages,
and 300 matt reuses. The Oallerle des Bataillett is
devoted to the medicines and the thousand other
requisites. Tho lood is prepared in two kitchens

iu different wings 01 lie palace, In order to expedite
its passage to the hospital rooms. Besides the nsuul
ulet of meat, white bread, and win ., ham, sausage,
fruit, champagne, ,Vr., are provided lor the severely
wounded. Tne fruit is supplied by the palace gar¬
dens, and the champagne is the gift ot the King or
Prussia, who dally send- orderlies with newspapers,
aud Ireqnently delicacies. The King and the Crown
l'nnce often visit 1 lie convalescent. Those not con-
lined to their uo'is can walk out on the beautiful
t« t race, and even the bedridden are placed
there when tho weather permits, in order to
strengthen body and mind ny the splendid pros¬
pects. smoking, new-paper reading and letter
wniiug go 011, nor are friendly visits and religious
conversation wanting, while divine service Is ire¬
qnently held in the largo apartments.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEM.®.
The story of the A'em Fret Presst that the Ger¬

mans, ou takiug possession of Metz, found in that
place a sum of 40,000,000 francs Is a pure invention.
A Swiss paper, tho Lmenter Zeitnng, recently

published a pretende 1 despatch from Count Bis¬
marck to tho North German Ambassa lor in Flor¬
ence regarding ilirj position of the i'ope. No such
document ever emanated troui the Federal Chan¬
cellor.
We learn from tho Pronituiai-OaTrespondem that

the Reichstag, besides voting tho necessary supplies
lor carrying 011 the war, will have to deliberate on
the reception of those .South German States which
have announced their readiness to enter the North
cerinuii Confederation.
From the day of the capitulation or Metz, when

173,000 French surrendered, till the 12th ol Novem¬
ber, or in about two weeks, the German armies
made 14,000 more French soldiers prisoners of war.
Ot these, a,4oo were taken in Schlettstadt, 220 iu
Fort Mortier, ft, 000 In New Brelsach. 1,4 mat Bourget,
about 4,loo at Ver liiu, including two generals,eleven stair oiilcers and 1 50 subaltern oillcers; ao2 at
Monterau and 300 at llretenay and lti other skir¬
mishes. The pieces of.caunou captured iu all these
Allaire mavuutcd to 3?*

LIFE AMONG THE FRAXCS-TIREURS
The Campaign in Ceu*

tral Frau<M'.

Aoroat the Country.Danger*.Fired On.Among
the I'rancs-Tireuri.Who They Are a d
What They Are . With Garibaldi's
Army-Talk with a Garibaldian Offi¬
cer.Sentiment of the People of
Lyone. Ihe Desire for Peace.

Bthahbouko, Province of Alsuce.i
Nov. 22, 1870. J

1 havejuge reached here from an unavoidably pro¬
tracted tour In Central France, after the rudest war
experience I have yet encountered nine# Hostilities
commenced. A contact of over two weeks' duration
with Fraues-tireurs -surprises, arrests, endless de¬
lays, execrable wet woatlier, not to mention other
(U'ltcertr# of Hie in a hostile country.would by this
time have made me aware that a correspondent's
mission In search of the news warlike of the day
force* him to alight 011 anything but beds of loses,
had 1 not known thai liUIe Item before.

1.IKK AMONG TIIK KKANC8-T1RBCR3
Is a rather dangerous kind of lire, by the way; for,
as you have hoard, these patriotic gentry just new
swarm in every section of Franco, giving extreme
concern and haiassmeut to the Prussian lines and
detachments, and earnest anxiety to all civilians
whose ebject is to travel in France at this critical
juncture. This Is the second trip and the Becond
section of the country In winch 1 have had the lot to
meet with the small armies of the republic, and to
Incur narrow escapes from their skirmishing opera¬
tions; but of course it happens that I am in their
way, not they in mine-they are trying to defend
their native sell, whereas mere taliers and writers
cannot complain If on their errand of picking up the
details of the war they meet with Innumerable
vexations and get run over rough shod now and
then, as 1 have been,' altnough without any malico
prepense on the part o, the excited warriors.

THIS KHKNC'II LINKS NKAlt LYONS.
I sent you several notes written by the wayside;

but I am In ignorance whether vou ever received
them, for they were m.iiied by hand. Having ar¬
rived on the main line of communication between
the Rhine and l'arls, l ascertained that the com¬
mand of Prince Frederick Charles had actually
started from the neighborhood of Metz, and that his
ltoyul Highness, now Marshal of Prussia, had set
out, with his headquarters, to reinforce General
Werder's army and to push a general onslaught on
Lyons, It being aimed to crush resistance in that
stronghold before it could bud, ripen and produce
fruit U la ParUteniie. WUh the view to get up at
the front of the projected siege opt rations in time to
witness the first pieparations and engagements, l
determined to push on ahead with the vanguard of
Prince Frederick's army, composed of Werder's
men, leaving tt:o heavy columns to come up with
their bulky ambulances in the usual less rapid man¬
ner. Thai was

.US l'l.AN ok campaign
when 1 left to go forward, aud the oae on whlcii l
based my movemeuts. I need scarcely add just here
that by the time I was at my end or the rope, or
almost jam up ou Lyons, the Prince's army was no¬
where In my rear, but had changed frout to Its right
flank and oblique from Troy en via Fontaincbieau
towards Orleans, la consequence of the victory
gamed by (Jcneral Paladlnes at llaccon the 9th Inst.
The I'rlnce divided his 80,000 ram In three corps
aud launched them separately oy forced marches la
the most threatened direction with the usual Prus¬
sian energy aud decision; aud, perhaps bet§re you
receive this letter, you will have heard that he has
given the hand to Vou der Tauu aud shattered the
Preach.

TRINCE FKEDERICK (ill AKI.ES* AKMY.
Ills troops, I aui convinced, arc capable of giving

a severe shdcK to any force they inay encounter;
and I am disposed to believe, oven from what I hear
Iroiu the tfronch themselves, that neither the
mobillers nor the national guardsmen anywhere can
witnstaud him. At preseut writ ng wc <io not hear
that the Prince has been engaged. 1 nope to be
present when ho is. True, wo were led to bollevo
by tn© despatch or King WPilum of the 18th inst.,
iliat the wnole French ariuv nad been defeated at
Dreux; but that despatch lurus out to havo alluded
to a vary small skirmish which took plueo at toat
point. Hy the way, that village was very near 10Versailles to be occupied by a French armed force;
and i hear thai Versailles got a cou-lderable scare
for Us new roy&UjF.

AOnm THE OOUKTBY.
I moved down across country and by the nearest

rentes to the neighborhood of lMjon aud Besancon.
li was along this part or my travels that I encoun¬
tered the detachments oi Fraucs-tireurs in their
most threatening atUtute, as tttey were in search or

a Prussian to lire upon at almost every step. They
were constantly causing alarms, and once again,
while going along tne main route peacefully, mymarch was suddenly aire, ted by u dropping lire di¬
rected from out a thick wood upon the soldiers, of
whose perils 1 had to take that share falling to mo
from being in their company. Fortunately, tiie
soldiers were sufficiently n;im»rousto beat the wood
in every direction, and to prevent a very long con¬
tinuance oi the lire, which, while it lasted, consisted
of

A PHOWER OK BULLETS,
rather thicker and heav ler tnan agreeable. Without
any damages, but with loud outks from the soldiers,
the free shooters took lo their heels, and were out of
sight aud hearing lu a trice. They numbered about
twenty or thirty, as lar us could be made out; they
tired very excitedly and hastily, but yet we had
their balls whizzing a'»out our curs aadloly enough,
some striking at a proximity or a few feet from us.
The surprise was so sudden that we considered our¬
selves lucky with such a narrow escape. The
soldiers, of course, lire 1 back wildly on the first im¬
pulse; but they soon went into the wood to search
lor their invisible enemies, without, however, tlud-
ing them. Such is the

BISK OK MARCHING ON KRKNCtT ROUTES
now; nor did such a procedure on the part of the
people ol the country give us a very lively feeling of
security for continuing the march. Bat we were in
thu midst of them, and going lorward was not
worse than going back, even supposing that our ob¬
jective points li.td not lain in the front. A part of
the way 1 proceeded without the accompaniment of
troops, and then, again, 1 was beset by the inevi¬
table guardians of the roads and forests, liut bar¬
ring the delay caused I must say that when 1 was
brought Into contact with the men of the blue
blouses,

AMONG THE FRANCS-TTREUR8,
I Iwid not to complain ol their treatment after they

had ascertained mv nationality and had secured
prooror the peaceful mission upon which 1 dared lo
be roaming ubout their sacred soil. They were lively
always alter that, and chatted freely, being very
anxious to hear the news in general, fnd of the
whereabouts of their enemy's columns m particular.
.Such questions 1 had to bo on my guard to avoid,
for several good reasons, and they were never rudo
In pressing them after my stating squarely the posi¬
tion m which I was placed. Ther soeined intelligent;
most of them, with good manners, were ignorant, 1
found, or the art or reading and writing with pro¬
priety or impropriety. [There Is the victory which
France will have to gain.education or all her chil¬
dren, before she can ever bo ugain strong.) Some
ol tho men wore a fauciful uniform or some token
of tho sign military; but. most or those l met alone
oil the road were isolated cu.ses lu blue blouses,
bearing arms lu their hands. They belonged to the
working classes, but thero was no other work but
to hunt i'russlaus and no emperor to prevent their
having weapons.

SPIRIT UNDAUNTED.
Many sacli did 1 pass, us well as villages, where

the inhabitants were on the qui vloe. For the In¬
vaders, aud where all the eatables and drinkables
were lar from oeing exhausted. In laci, I round
that tho nearer 1 reached towards the South,
towards Lyons the more plentiful were provisions,
the more prosperous the look, the less dumage and
frightful appearance oi war. Few or no luvadcrs
were the cause of it all. The whole region I travelled
over seemed a land of plenty.of wine, lrult, bread
and meat.by the side o.' desolated hast France and
the battered environs ol Paris and Versailles so
i.ite my sojourning places. \\ lierever I cinne across
the uetuchmcuts of German troops on thq wayside
or slopping in the villages, there I ^is sure to dls-

I cover tnem feasting.not lasting or Tuorely gnaw-
lug a bone, imt living olf such tat of the

| land as they had not seen since their entry on| French soil. Lyons and South Franco are justly looked
forward to ny the Teutons as being the happy land or
Canaan. Whether they, as so many new Moseses,
be refused entran e therein remains to be seen. All
that I s.i w as lar as I went, and all tho accounts
that I ha i ftom very reliable French sources, induce
me to believe that us to provisions ami well stored
riches Pram e cuuld keep up the war without
trouble, other things being equal, which they are
not.rather to Hie contrary.

ni.ioN.
On reaching the neighborhood or Diionlfound

thai placo occupied by the Prussians, and ihe v.in-
guard of ihe French resistance, under the command

of liencral carinaidi, stationed or picketed at Hole,
llcili ving that Priuce Frederick was coming on as
rapidly as possible, aud would hasten to occupy tho
wnole region clear up to the gates of Lyons, i con¬
cluded to drive on. ami see for myseii me statu of
the people, ilieir defences, aud to nave a peep at the
manner ol war.aie carried on l>y the <iarli>aldiuns.
Having all my papers ett r> ctl?, and liuving been well
acquainted with the great red shirt entertain In
years gone by In Italy, i struck out to Ins lines, con¬
fiding that 1 nan mcreii a foioronner or tfee resu-

tare on tuo way to attack Lyons. I had bo dlffloolty
m

CHOS8INO INTO TIIK GAIUIUI DUN I. INKS,
i which were found very mUiji and very poorlyquartered. Uarmaldi's headquarters were lu Dole:

but in.- force, amounting perhaps to men or ail
Colors and nationalities iprlncipall.v Italians aud
Spaniards), wus scattered uround loose over uu ex¬
tended Hue, picketing at tills village and at lUat.
Tin' men seemed poorly equipped aud scantily clad,
complaining of the weather and the cold ulghts justset tit Ui earnest. The General lilmscll being ou the
wing 1 wan unable iu have achat wltn nun, ax 1
would haw liked to have had; lor although 1 Know' hi; yid lelloW to be extravagant iu Ills red itieas, I
mill know that occasionally lie seems to have an In*
stun live perception of the truth, which enabled mm
to give on things aud men what may be termed the
common sense view. 1 feel sure that he would have
told nie some truths about the nature and the pros¬pects ol those French of to-day, lor lie has studied
them, aud, with all his impracticable laucics, lie la
a man or observation.

c.AUltUl.Dl'S SONS.
I, however, saw his Bona.both serving under him.

Rlclotti. the younger, tweuiy-ilve, Is a general, aud
a soldier of decided prestige and talent. He wins

lua way and is capable of doing something. Accord¬
ing to the telegram front 'lours he hits just cap¬tured aud defeated koo Prussians ui ChatUlou. 1
have reaaon to believe tnat this achievement la ex¬
aggerated. for Ilia force la Mint; but he could act if
he had the men. lie Ih much liked i.j Ills followers.
Meuot tt, the elder, thirty-three, la also popular aud
amiable, but rather more so than taleuted. lie is
classed as "not much." All the Qarlbatdlna* have
been made t iti/.eus by the republic, aad l.uiiitieua
has made Garibaldi a general ol the French army.

1 icncwcd my acquaintance with many of the Gari-
baldian warriors who went through the tuiupalgu
of Sicily. I may n'sumt? their sentiments t»y con-
dousing the statements made to mo by one of the
General's duel staff otllcers, a colonel, lie said:.
"We are haviug

A KOI 'Oil TIME
of It, on account ol the wuatlier. llesidrs, we have
id. thing, aud there cents to be no organisation to
be expected Irom Tours, where all is eonlusioii, us
hereabouts. We have to shlit for ourselves. There
is a certain jealou.-y In regard to us ail, aud tlio
General la net seconded at all by the French otll-
cers. Hut no matter. We hope lor tile best, and,
at all events, we light for our principles, lor the
universal rtpubllO. for humanity. Wo ate nol light¬
ing here merely for this poor French nation, deserv¬
ing ol' the pity aud help or all uatiou.ol your re¬
public, of Kngluml, ol that very Italy w hose kinghas outlawed us, and WBO goes shamefully to the
theatre every night to pass away the time while
our sister nalioit bleeds! What kind of ciUli/.a-
tlou or Humanity is this that allows Kraut e to oe
struck down in litis manner? No, sir; the Idea of
humanity doea not exist In this nineteenth century,with all its boMflBgi, 1 say it to not understood
properly, even supposing that it lias entered Into the
heads ami hearts of mem. Just look at the
egotism of the peoples and their governments. Yes,
there are Individuals who have suffered. really suf¬
fered. and they understand what the word humanityshould mean.akiuu, brotherly, fellow feelinc.but
iheyarefew. 1 have had Ave campaigns. 1 was
captured by the Hourbou troops; 1 was weak, theyWere strong and sun., ected me to every lndlgnUy.I wad thrust into one of those cells ai Oneta, where
prisoners Bad nothing to eat but a small crust of
bread, amid filth, vermin ami rats, where aiauy
tiled of starvation, and where some became old men
in a few weeks, owing to the tortures indicted. I
was visited 000 tlav by the yueeu of Naples in her
tour oi Inspection at the establishment. The guar¬dian came to my beaoft ami struck me a terrible
cuir in the side to apprise me ol the presence or Lhe
Queen. 1 fainted. The ijueen extended to me suc¬
cor aud punished the brutal guardian, -lie saw
uiy pluml state and had compassion oil me. 1 am
sure that sue uail a real sense of humanity
aoout her in acting as she did. 1 told
her at the time that 1 saluted her, not
as a queen, the wile ol the oppressor of men, ror
uiy prlucmles hau plated me in prison, nut as a
woman who hud displayed a good heart. Ialluuo
to this example of my own cxucrieuce to show you
that one must really suiTer, perhaps, before one can
fully appreciate the feeling or the idea of what the
word aumauity should signify. 1 leel for others, mshort, ror 1 have suffered terribly. France is s urcr-
ing terribly, aud therefore we itavc come to tier suc¬
cor. We have a good many bad subjects coming to
us here from Italy ou voluntary enlistments, but the
General Is going to put a stop to their coming. We
are on a foreign soil and upou a delicate mission.
We do not wish any ma u ruts to arrive from
Italy to do us harm ami wound the good reputationwhich it is essential for success to preserve among
the excited French. Italy may he unned, but its
government is a shame. I was a captain in the
regtt ar army. I lesigneu to come here with the
G enteral

TUE PRIESTS DOWN ON TIIKM.
ah ror trie santo radio (the llolv Father, the Pope),he is now the happiest. man in tlie world. That the

Florentine government has taken things otf his
hands. ktdnBk%MUiotfilki abetu onieujr, se-
curc m Ins occupation u». the Vatican; he is much
better off new. perveomUy, auu k la only Antsoelll
and the Jesuits who ar« raging. Here we have had

! something tu uo with the Je»ults ami the priests and
i hey are all down on lis. We have shut (MB up in

| several pi ices and ihey are all carting us iind work-
in,? against us. It astonishes us to bee what an
iiutnensv Intlueuce they have over the people here.
The French are far more priest-ridden than the
Italians. At present the urlests are dolag more
burin to the country than the Prussians. Their
bishops and archbishops all work (or the Pope.Tlicy send him letters oi condolence and encourage-
ment from eminent Frenchmen, and are collect ing
ail tlio money they can to aid In recuperatingthe temporal power.money which should go for
the national deitince. the government Ones not take
strong measure* against tueui, and even we have
been accused of dealing too harshly with them. It is
true the (Jcnerni will uot tolerate their doiuirs,
more especially as wo have had proof that they are
acting as spies for the i'russiaus. Wuiial we hope
on and Intend tu <19 ear best.

OONTINTiM ON SOUTH,
I reached as far as the railway line ruualng between

Lyons and Oeneva. At the station ol (Juloz only an
hour or two's ride from Lyons, I found the trams
moving as usual, with only slight deviations from the
ordinary time tables, and conveying loads oi French
relugees from the threatened city into Switzerland.
National guardsmen were met, who were t»n a few
(lay s leave of absence to convey their lamlltes and
chattels Into a spot of safely..Swiss neutraldom. I
conversed with many of them 111 regard toLyois, its
defences and the ¦entlmeuts of the people In the
.South. The accounts tallied invariably as to the
general desire for peace:. "Lit j>uU, tu i>ais. vu' on
la jump, tftt'on la .iitxsr"1 (I'eaco, peace; let it be
made.] Some with whom I ta ked were intelligent
men of wealth and position in l.yous, all belonging
to the National Ouard and on short lurlough. I make
a nMM of what I.hey said, a* lo.lows:.
Lyons la naturally strongly situated, and wc have

worked hard and made it still stronger by artificial
defences. It Is now guarded by u strong garrison,
aud lias heavy guns brought lrom the seaports. Wc
are all made soldiers up to sixty. The old nren are
In the sedentary guard of defence; while the young

of twenty-live years, though married, are consigned
to active service. This is blamed while the still
younger, from seventeen to tweuty are not touched,
although tliey are eager to Its drafted. We will de¬
fend tlie city perhaps two months. There aro pro¬
visions in plenty, nut then the city must be taken
at last, and what then? Will we have advanced
our cause ? Not a whit; we will only have been
sacrificed. What will be true of Lyons, 11 attacked,
is, we sec by sad experience, true of all France-
left to unorganized forces. All sensible people see
It and say it now that Mctz has fallen. llut we dure
not speak out our sentiments openly as wc do in
private; for we would have to suffer the penalties of
mob law. All 0111 large cities are now governed by
municipal councils composed of the most ignorant
aud unworthy portion of the citizens.

WK DARK Nor TALK OUT, WK CANNOT ACT.
The demagogues have the lead, and all Is confu¬

sion and improvidence. There Is no head. It Is
only too sadly seen by us all, and hence the geueral
sentiment is that France is being sacrificed when
there is no proper direction to make oar strength
available. Tho best thing that could happen would
be lor Paris to make ycaoe; for then all France
would yield under that influence. Peace should
have been made at Sedan, as soon as we saw that
th« nation had no head nor could expect to have
one. What we desire is a good government, under

w hatever nam*. The nation would uot sutfer Na¬
poleon again. The Orleans have the best chance of
satisfying the national will now. Probably the re¬
public might last a year or so. Gambetta is u mere
talker.a lawyer; yet there la something we like In
him, aud It Is the fact that he lias some idea of
order aud litis enforced quiet at Lyons and Mar¬
seilles, where wild confusion reigned not many
weeks ago. Let h.in go further and make peace.
Uut we are afraid he is too inexperienced to see-
that his course virtually sacrifices tue true Interests
of the nation.

THR WHOLE PEOPM! AUK FOB PRACE.
Out of S09,Ooo Inhabitants In Lyons 260,000 at least

are of our way of thmklug. You ask 11 there is a
real, serious desire on the part of the French people
of tne South to conquer or die in the national do-
fence. No, because mere is this general sentiment,

: that there u no leader capable of driving out theI Hermans. We Have plenty of everything; as yeti nothing Is lacking. Of course business l.s at a stand-
! still. Our silk commerce and uianulacturcs are all

down pretty muck; perhaps tlurc Is scarcely ouo-
I clg itn of our silk trade remaining. There an about
j ten large dealers and manufacturers who s-ttii keep

up work lor the large supply scut 10 America and
¦ England: bnt all the small irr» who implored "uta

four or Ave hundred workmen only, have shut up
shop. The army at Lyons bears the name of "The
Army of tho South," and is bo.ooo strong, and is
commanded by a new geueral Just gent from l ours.1 The llrst one sent us was not rgrceable 10 lie tasies

1 ol our municipal council, who removed Mm. Hut
I gcuerals aad di elpUnc arc lacking; arms arc pleati-

lul: many have been received lrotn America, and
1 givo great satisfaction to all. The men are charmed

witu these perfected weapons.
WHAT Nott' KXOm.S AM. MINIM

I is tho attitude or Russia. A child could have seen
j that Kussia w ould not lose her opportunity as soon
'

as France should bo crushed. We called upon! Englaud to help her natural ally three months ago.
We all plainly saw It aud told the Kngllsh soaithe
beginmagof the war. Pernaps i\ow it is too late| for Eugland to save herself, and ".he wlil have to

, suiter too. Yet could she join in and help us now,
the resistance In France w aid still b i»ng aud

] serious. Onr disasters have discourage. I the nation
: ail the more because It has buen made to feel so

1 Isolated by the action of England. We aro all wall¬
ing to see what England will do. This place Is per

rfcctly quiet. I.elfort aim one or two 'jtiar fort-'

rcsses, such as Moiittn d> and Mezierea, arc besieged
and must give up soon. The senium nl of itio
citizens of .Strasbourg bears still a decided French
bias 111 sympathy; yesterday one of theiu chalked
on the walls that Troehli had sortled with luo.ouO
men aud killed 8.000 Prussians aud spiked uu siege
lecce.

LUXEMBOURG
British Agitation Over the t'ontt*

uc 11 till Diplomacy.

Tho Nation Humiliated by the Prussian Policy
Towards the Qrand Duchy.Premier Glad*
stone's Cabinet at the Crisis of Ita Minis¬

terial Existence.Bussian Defini¬
tion of the Situation.

EW.L1HH DlPLOniCY.

TELEGRAM TO THE MEW YORK HERALD.
llUuiiirrk OcniiiudM u Cirnnd National llilBU
cnlty.The Million Humiliated.A Change
or Cabinet Iunuin<-ut.

Londom. Dec. IN, 1870.
The reported submission of the English govern,

uient 10 lUstnarck'H overbearing demands relative to
tlio Luxembourg question and the territorial future
of the Duchy intensities tho feeling or indignation
which prevails generally against the Gladstone
Ministry.
Karl (Danville opposed, it if «ald, thin lost act of

humiliation.
The Standard newspaper (a Tory organ) declare*

that tho ministerial course of the "peace party"
completes England's abdication of her position as a

leading European Power.
Tho Ministry is accused of cowardice In refusing

to publish Count Uismarck'a letter or their own

executive reply tuereto.
it Is anticipated that a most violent attack will

made on tho Cabinet Immediately after the meeting
of Parliament.

Tin' downfall of Gladstone's Ministry Is regarded
as Imminent.

THE RlSSO-ElltOPEl* I K1SE.

Whul Holland "Jliml" l>o and YYlint Ptnasla
May Do.Drttuliiou by the Czar.

llKUi.rN, Deo. 17, 1870.
Russia, in reply to the Prussian note in regard to

Luxembourg, Bays the King of Holland must dis¬
prove the charges brought against the Ductty or

give guarantees that its obligations of neutrality
shall not t>e violated again.

If. however, the charges alleged are proved,
"Prussia is justified in annexing the territory."

REAL ESTATE MATTERS.

Tlu' Up Town Travel
ConuDilriim.

Statistical and Financial Seasons for Ita Quick
Solution.Movement* in Brooklyn- The

Extension of Flatbush Avenue.

The great question in the real estate market in the
approaching period of expected activity Is that of
lip town travel, lta;>id transit from end to end of
tlic inland Is the great desideratum at thin nine,
and, in (act. a vital necessity, tn connection with the
growth of New York and the wupport of the great
real Interests belonging to the metropolitan district,

TUB AKUUMENT
in support of this position is ni-iiher new nor mis¬
understood by those likely to V>o affected tty tha
hoped for result; but Its leading points, as suc¬
cinctly arranged by an advocate of one ut the pro¬
posed methods of relief Is worth repetition.

STATISTICS.
' From 1800 to l8flo the established rjtio of Increase

In population was a fraction over 2S per cent foe
every live years. Tills ratio would have given, in
1870, u population of 1,334,073, an increase for tho
decade of 620,404, an<l one-quarter of which equals
130,101.
Tho population of 1800 was 813,06!>, and In 1870 16

was 0211,341, an Increase of only 112,672, being
17,405* less than one-quarter of what it ought to liavo
been, and showing an actual lost- or 407,732 In tho
growth of the city.
Again, from 18>0 to istfo the ratio of increase was

57.83, and from 18>i0 to 1870 it was only 13.84 per
cent, when it ought to have been i;3.ws per cent,
showing an actual loss of 50.14 percent. A loan
of three-quarters would have shown a loss of 47.ua
per cent.
The lacts provo that since 1840 the growth of the

city lias been above Fourteenth street, and the
407,132 lost population was lost to that section, an<l
If such loss had not taken place there would not
now remain a single vacant lot below 106th street.
This decrease of population resulted In thi- loss in
value of tho taxable property on the upper part of
the island to an amount exceeding $0o0,0«;»,0o i, a
tax on which ol only two and a halt per cent would
have produced a yearly revenue to the city oi
$12,500,000.
This depreciation In the value of property, together

with other evils and injuries to life, health and Urian-
clal prosperity, has been caused by the
WANT OF ADi yl ATK MEANS FOR Till-. ACCOMMODATION

OK TH.UIK AND TK WKl.
between the upper aud lower limits of New York.
The facts show that the value of properly depend*

upon the distance Its occupant is compelled to
travel to ills place of business; and that distance is
not measured by miles, but tne lime and conveni¬
ence of tlie transit. The time required to truvoi
from Harlem is over two hours, wulle that from
Elizabeth, N. J..just twice tho distance.is onlyfifty minutes.
For this reason, under the present condition

of the means or travel, the Intrinsic value of
property In Elizabeth is more than double that lu
Harieui. The Increase of population at Harlem, in-
creasing the number of passengers, would lengthenthe time or travel, add to its Inconvenience, and Hum
depreciate the value of the real estate, unless tha
facilities for transportation were enlarged ut the
same time.
Hie facts show that the property in the lower partol Westchester and the upper part of New Yort

must continue to depreciate in value, year by year,with an increasing ratio of decline, correspondingwith the means provided lor the accouimojatlou or
travel to the localities adjacent to the lower part of
the city.
To illustrate:.Elizabeth will Increase In popul.i-tlou as It becomes more convenient to the business

centre of New York, while Harlem will decline in
the ratio of the time and difficulty of travel to thatlocality.

It is generally understood in real estate clrclegthat
THE LEiitSI.ATUIIE,

during Its next session, win address itself actively
to the solution of tins problem. The various pro¬
jectors w no have scIioiir-i on hand that are certain
to succeed, each one thinking his the best ami tha
others cither too expensive <>r Iniprac.icabie, aie
either "laying pipc^oreuueavoting to "manufacture
public opinion" so as to otftalu control of tha
legislature. one thing is certain the ring 14
pledged t<» put 111 operation some ictlcable schema
that will not take too Knur or require 100 mucti
money to carry out. Hp members up- loaded upwith uptown property, and are still buylug, ami
their interests up- involved In sui-li successful
action. Present, indications point to a modification
of tlic plans and an extension ot tlic charter of ilia
Central Undc. ground Uallroad I'om >auy as ihu
means where Oy the groat question will bo satisfac¬
torily so.ved.

IN BROOK I.YX
there was au equal awakening of Interest in respectto the future 01 the real estate market as we havenoticed In New York. The programme ol operations
tor the coining sprinu Is an extensive one, and if it
only draws promises to create considerable excite¬
ment. Some transaction* on a large scale are re¬
ported recently, but with iut particulars; hence wo[.refer to pass them over. Tho long agitated

KXTBNSIOM OF I'l.ATi.t'Sil 1TIHD1
is exiiected to go through the Legislature positivelythis session, and real estate has 1 1 11 quite active for
some time past along the lino of the exacted im¬
provement. Continued 111 a straight line, winch H,we believf, ihe intention, tho new avenue will ter¬
minate at the junction of Adams and Sands
streois, or at the contemplated cutrance tothe bridge, furnishing a straight iv.aii fromNew \<>rk to Prospect Park. Tho Intermediate
course will U.ke in the corners of Wllloughby audi'nnce streets. Myrtle avenue and tioid street, Jayand Concord and Ni.ssau and Pearl streets.
Among the buildings to be demolished In thidHaussiuiinnl/.lng work will be the nclio"i house ofsr.J allies' parish, on Jay street, awl the Ui-uou's

deuce, uviuiy yypoaiu.


